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What Crisis Looks Like Now
It’s the supply chain stall that halts your entire operation.

The legal dispute that makes headlines.

The ransomware that locks your systems — and your revenue.

Or the regulatory audit that uncovers gaps you didn’t know existed.

Crises today are unpredictable, fast-moving, and reputation-defining. They 
don’t always arrive with a warning — and they rarely follow the playbook.

In a recent PwC survey, 95% of business leaders said they expect a 
crisis within the next two years — yet fewer than 40% feel confident in 
their organization’s response plan.

That gap between risk and readiness? 
It’s where damage happens.

And yet, the organizations that emerge stronger from a crisis don’t just 
“manage it.” They prepare for it. They build the muscle to respond with 
clarity, speed, and control — then use the experience to improve long-
term resilience.

This guide is built for those organizations — or those becoming one.

95% expect a workplace crisis to occur soon.

>40% feel prepared for it
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In the following pages, we’ll walk through a practical, adaptable crisis preparedness model that 
reflects today’s risk landscape. One that equips your team to prepare, respond, and recover — without 
the guesswork.

The Fundamentals of Crisis Preparedness
Crisis preparedness isn’t just a set of documents. It’s a capability that lives at the intersection of 
leadership, operations, and communication.

Most crisis failures aren’t due to a lack of planning. They happen because plans aren’t aligned, 
responsibilities are unclear, and the right information doesn’t reach the right people in time.

To be effective, crisis preparedness must operate across three tightly integrated areas:

When these three components operate in sync, organizations respond with speed, clarity, and 
control. But if they’re misaligned, even a small disruption can escalate quickly.

Managerial Response
Leadership must be positioned 
to make fast, high-stakes 
decisions with incomplete 
information. That means 
knowing who’s in charge, who 
can activate a response, and 
what decisions require 
executive escalation. Clear 
governance matters more  
than ever in a crisis.

Operational Response

Execution teams must know 
what to do — and how to do  
it under pressure. Defined 
procedures, role-specific 
actions, and backup coverage 
ensure your response isn’t 
derailed by absences, 
confusion, or bottlenecks. 
Business continuity starts  
with operational clarity.

Communication Response 
(Internal & External)

Your message during a crisis  
is just as important as your 
actions. Employees, customers, 
regulators, board members, 
and the media all expect fast, 
coordinated updates. Pre-
approved messaging 
frameworks and designated 
communicators prevent mixed 
signals and protect trust.

1 2 3
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A Living System — Not a Static Plan
Crisis preparedness isn’t one-and-done.

Plans must be regularly reviewed, updated, and stress-tested through simulation. Roles and 
contact lists must be current. Communication templates must reflect today’s risk environment.

This is especially critical for distributed teams and hybrid workforces, where not everyone is in the 
room when the crisis hits.

Preparedness is a discipline — and like any discipline, it needs practice.

Right-Sizing The Response
Once your foundational crisis structure is in place — with clearly defined roles, protocols, and 
communication channels — the next step is knowing when and how to activate it.

Not every disruption calls for an all-hands emergency. Responding effectively means matching the 
scale of your response to the severity of the event.

Too often, organizations default to extremes:

• Underreacting to serious threats until it’s too late.

• Or overreacting to routine issues, wasting time and credibility.

An aligned crisis response plan must also be calibrated — able to scale with the situation.
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Four Levels of Crisis Severity
Routine Events 
Minor disruptions that can be handled through standard processes and frontline 
management. These don’t require escalation — but they do offer chances to reinforce 
preparedness habits.

Disruptions 
Events that interrupt normal operations and may affect customers, timelines, or service 
delivery.These may trigger limited parts of your crisis plan and require coordination 
across a few departments.

Incidents 
Events with a broader operational impact or external visibility. These typically require 
formal activation of your crisis response team and designated spokespersons.

Emergencies 
High-impact, time-sensitive threats that require immediate, enterprise-wide response.
These may include cybersecurity breaches, executive crises, regulatory investigations, 
or events that jeopardize safety, revenue, or reputation.

A Smart Response Matches the Moment
Your team must know how to identify what level they’re facing — and how to escalate quickly if a 
situation worsens. This means having:

• Pre-defined response triggers

• Clear activation protocols

• Role-based decision authorities

• Real-time communication procedures

A successful crisis response doesn’t start at maximum intensity. It starts with good judgment, 
grounded in preparation. And that preparation begins with the next phase.
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Phase 1 / Strategic Preparedness
A well-managed crisis starts long before anything goes wrong.

Preparedness isn’t a document — it’s a disciplined process of planning, assigning, testing, and 
improving. It’s where your organization defines the structure, roles, tools, and decision paths that 
shape every future response.

Companies that excel in a crisis don’t wait for disruption to test their readiness. 
They build it in advance.

Key Components of Strategic Preparedness
Assess Risks and Map Scenarios 
Identify your most likely and most impactful threats — from cyberattacks and compliance failures 
to leadership crises or environmental hazards. Build scenarios to test vulnerabilities and understand 
downstream effects across operations, finance, legal, communications, and customer trust.

Build the Crisis Management Plan (CMP) 
Develop a comprehensive plan that includes:

• Crisis triggers and activation protocols

• Decision-making thresholds

• Communication strategies and stakeholder mapping

• Sub-plans for specific scenarios (e.g., data breach, facility disruption, executive scandal)

Appoint the Crisis Response Team (CRT) 
Assign a cross-functional team of senior leaders and subject matter experts — with defined 
responsibilities, authorities, and trained backups. This team is activated when a situation crosses 
predefined thresholds.

Define Escalation and Notification Protocols 
Set clear criteria for what constitutes a crisis, when the CRT is activated, and how alerts and 
updates are communicated internally and externally.

Pre-Build Communication Tools 
Create fill-in-the-blank templates for high-risk scenarios — including customer notifications, 
internal memos, board updates, and press statements. These should be ready to go, not written 
under pressure.
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Train & Test Frequently 
Conduct tabletop exercises, live drills, and communication rehearsals to build muscle memory and 
uncover gaps. Make it routine — not reactive.

Treat the CMP as a Living Document 
Plans become obsolete fast. Set regular review cycles and revise based on new regulations, team 
changes, tech stack updates, or incident lessons.

Preparedness is What Makes Speed Possible
A plan that no one reads is just paper. A plan that’s embedded in your team’s thinking becomes 
second nature.

When a real crisis hits, you don’t rise to the occasion — you fall back on your training. Phase 1 makes 
sure that foundation is solid.
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Phase 2 / Coordinated Response
No matter how strong your plan is, your team will be tested the moment a crisis strikes.

This is the phase where execution matters most. The clarity, speed, and discipline of your response 
will determine how much damage is done — or avoided.

Crisis Response is About Working the Plan
The most effective teams don’t improvise under pressure. They follow a tested plan, know their 
roles, and communicate without hesitation.

The response phase includes six critical actions:

Identification 
Spot the crisis quickly and confirm it meets predefined thresholds. Early recognition 
allows faster containment and less collateral damage.

Escalation 
Alert key leaders and activate the Crisis Response Team (CRT). Escalation protocols 
should clarify:

• Who needs to know

• Who decides next steps

• What happens if key personnel are unavailable

Notification 
Communicate internally and externally using pre-approved templates and designated 
spokespersons. Transparency, speed, and consistency are essential.

Containment 
Limit the spread of operational, financial, legal, or reputational damage. This may involve 
shutting down systems, rerouting supply chains, freezing transactions, or issuing rapid 
statements.

Mitigation 
Assess the immediate fallout and begin corrective actions. Your team must work cross-
functionally to manage legal risk, reassure stakeholders, and begin stabilizing operations.

Control 
Regain command of the situation and stabilize decision-making. As the initial shock 
settles, the CRT shifts to forward-looking actions and sets the stage for recovery.

1
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Support Tools for the Response Phase
Crisis Command Center (CCC) 
Establish a virtual or physical CCC — especially critical if primary facilities are compromised. 
Ensure it’s stocked with resources, documents, equipment, and backup communication tools.

Crisis Response Logs (CRLs) 
Use structured logs to document actions, decisions, communications, and timelines 
throughout the response.These logs will become essential for the recovery phase and legal or 
compliance reviews.

Real-Time Communication Feeds 
Maintain constant visibility into internal activity and external developments, from media 
coverage to stakeholder sentiment.

Confidence Comes from Coordination
The best-prepared teams don’t just move fast — they move together. 
Each decision has a ripple effect. Clear roles and constant communication ensure those ripples don’t 
become waves.

You can’t control when a crisis happens. But you can control how your organization responds.
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Phase 3 / Recovery and Resilience
A crisis may end — but the work doesn’t.

Once the immediate threat has passed, the most resilient organizations shift quickly into reflection, 
recovery, and reinvention.

This isn’t the time to relax. It’s the moment to learn — and build strength for what’s next.

Recovery is a Process — Not Just a Return to Normal
The recovery phase should be structured, purposeful, and cross-functional. 
It includes five core actions:

Recovery 
Restore disrupted services, systems, and stakeholder confidence. This often involves 
impact assessments, remediation efforts, and support for affected teams or customers.

Analysis 
Review response logs, timelines, and outcomes to assess what worked — and what didn’t.
This should be both strategic (decision-making, escalation, communication) and tactical 
(processes, roles, tools).

Evaluation 
Gather input from everyone involved, from executives to frontline responders. Focus on 
facts, not blame. The goal is shared insight, not individual fault.

Documentation 
Capture lessons learned in a formal After-Action Report (AAR). Document strengths, break-
downs, key decisions, stakeholder responses, and suggested improvements.

Preserve these records — they’re foundational to future preparedness.

Refinement and Learning 
Update the Crisis Management Plan, training materials, and communication templates 
based on what was learned.

Turn experience into advantage by embedding those insights into future simulations and 
readiness activities.
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A Crisis Can Be a Catalyst
Recovery is also an opportunity.

The organizations that recover stronger are those that treat crisis as a catalyst for better governance, 
smarter systems, and a more responsive culture. This is when future vulnerabilities are addressed — 
before they resurface under pressure.

As Albert Einstein once said, “The definition of insanity is doing the same thing over and over again and 
expecting a different result.”

You’ve been tested. Now it’s time to improve.

Crisis Management Best Practices
Even the best crisis plans can falter without the right mindset and behaviors in place.

The most resilient organizations don’t just follow checklists. They embed a culture of preparedness, 
adaptability, and accountability — before, during, and after disruption.

Here are the foundational best practices that separate crisis-ready organizations from those that 
scramble:

Prioritize human safety, first and always 
Every decision in a crisis should be filtered 
through the lens of physical and psychological 
safety.

Protect your brand and stakeholder trust 
Your reputation is built in years — and tested in 
minutes. Communicate early, clearly, and con-
sistently.

Expect the unexpected 
No playbook can cover everything. Empower 
employees to escalate concerns and take swift 
action when something feels off.

Understand your stakeholders 
Map internal and external audiences. Know who 
needs what information, through what channel, 
and when.

Ensure leadership is aligned and visible 
A C-level sponsor for crisis readiness isn’t 
optional. Tone, clarity, and accountability start 
at the top.

Treat every employee as an ambassador 
Frontline teams carry your message. Give them 
the tools and context to represent your organi-
zation well.
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Crisis-Readiness is a Competitive Advantage
Organizations that prepare well respond faster, suffer less disruption, and recover stronger. 
They build trust. They protect revenue. And they emerge as leaders in their markets.

Crisis Categories and Triggers
Crisis scenarios vary widely — but smart organizations prepare for all of them.

Below is a reference list of common crisis categories and example triggers. Use this as a 
guide for scenario planning, risk assessments, and tabletop exercises.

These categories represent the full range of disruptions that can affect operations, reputation, 
finances, safety, and compliance.

Practice regularly, not reactively 
Tabletop exercises and drills uncover blind 
spots and build the confidence teams need 
when stakes are high.

Avoid the blame game 
During a crisis, focus on solutions vs. finger-
pointing. Post-crisis reviews are for learning, 
not punishment.

Communicate with one voice 
Designate trained spokespersons. Internally 
and externally. Alignment is more important 
than perfection.

Stick to the facts 
Don’t speculate or overpromise. Share only 
what’s known and update as you learn more.

Debrief, document, and adapt 
Every crisis is a chance to strengthen your 
response. Learn fast, improve quickly, and 
revise your plans.

Find the opportunity 
A well-handled crisis can increase trust, drive 
innovation, and reinforce your culture. Look for 
the upside.
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Corporate
• CEO, Executive, or Key Employee Emergency Succession (Cause, Demise, or Incapacitation)

• Loss of Key Personnel

• Travel-Related Accident

• Scandal (Deception, Sexual Harassment or Misconduct, Misappropriation, Misrepresentation,
Illegal Actions, Harassment)

• Hostage Situation

• Leaks of Confidential Information

• Lawsuits, Litigation

• Competitor Hostile Takeovers, Mergers

• Market Interference, Impingement from Competitors (Foreign
and Domestic)

• Negative Industry Publicity (Direct or Indirect/By Association)

Technological / Cybersecurity
• Breach, Data Hack, or Denial of Service

• Viruses, Ransomware

• Trade Secret Theft (including IT-Related Events)

• Acts of Terrorism

• Vendor-Related IT Security Event

Environmental / Industrial
• Hazardous Materials (Fire, Chemical Spills, Leaks, Toxic

Substances)

• Infrastructure Collapse, Equipment Breakage, Fire

• Any incident that triggers an Insurance Claim

• Environmental Release

• Natural Disaster (Severe Weather, Tornado, Hurricane, Flooding,
Earthquake)
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Financial
• Substantial Financial Losses

• Substantial Funding Losses (e.g., for Non-Profits)

• Key Customer Account Loss

• Losses Resulting from Terrorism

Legal / Regulatory / Legislative

• Significant Litigation Against Executives

• Allegation of Falsified Financial Statements or Legal Filings

• Class-Action Lawsuit

• Breach of Contract or Other Legal Disputes

• New Laws or Regulations

• Sanctions Against Foreign Business Partners

• Regulatory Investigation of Company Officers or Key Employees

• Regulatory Enforcement Actions

• Inspector General Findings

• Fraud Resulting in Net Income Loss

• Negative Regulatory or Compliance Findings

• New Product Requirements

• New and Significant Tariffs

Labor / Human Capital
• Unionization Threat

• Employee or Contractor Strike

• Medical Emergency (Heart Attack, Burn, Fracture, Laceration)

• Workplace Accident

• Employee Death or Injury (including Violence, Domestic or Otherwise)

• Active Shooter Event
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• Violence or Threats of Violence

• Rescues

• Human Error or Malevolence

• Threat of Insider Activity

• Any incident that triggers an Insurance Claim

Criminal / Ethical
• Fraud (Financial or Other)

• Theft or Embezzlement

• Scandal

• Illegal Activities

• Sexual Harassment or Misconduct

• Confidential Information Leak

• Other Criminal Activity

Product & Vendor-Related
• Product or Component Malfunction

• Vendor-Related Equipment Failures or Recalls

• Client-Related Issues (Malfunctions, Recalls, Risk Exposure)

• Planned Upgrades Gone Awry

• Equipment or Facility Tampering

• Utility Interruptions

• Vendor-Specific Compliance Failures

• Any incident that triggers an Insurance Claim
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Reputation / Community Impact
• Direct Negative Publicity (Protests, Boycotts, Demonstrations)

• Indirect Negative Publicity (Local, Regional, National, or
International)

• Negative Publicity for Any Reason

• Community-Related Events

This comprehensive list is not meant to overwhelm — it’s meant to 
guide your planning and ensure your team can anticipate the full 
spectrum of risk.

A well-structured crisis plan considers each of these categories 
— and aligns people, plans, and communications accordingly.

Crisis Management Best Practices
Effective crisis management goes beyond plans and policies. It’s a 
mindset — one that must be embedded across leadership, culture, 
and daily operations.

The following best practices, adapted from NIST guidance and 
Seiso’s field-tested experience, form the foundation of organizational 
resilience.
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Start with Safety
• Maintain human safety

Always protect the health and well-being of employees, partners, and the public.

• Ensure environmental safety
Consider environmental impacts in your crisis readiness and emergency response.

Protect What Matters
• Safeguard product and service quality

Maintain standards during a crisis to avoid long-term damage to trust and reputation.

• Protect trade secrets and sensitive data
Secure proprietary information, especially during disruptive or high-visibility events.

Build a Culture of Awareness
• Expect the unexpected

Train employees to spot, report, and escalate threats — even those that fall outside
known scenarios.

• Understand your stakeholders
Know who your key internal and external audiences are. Build communication plans that
reach them quickly and credibly.

Lead from the Top
• Secure executive sponsorship

A crisis-ready organization needs visible, vocal commitment from leadership.
Appoint a C-level champion to oversee planning, resource allocation, and training.

• Empower every employee
In a crisis, everyone is a communicator. Equip teams to act with confidence and consistency.
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Train Like You Respond
• Practice makes prepared

Regularly conduct tabletop exercises and crisis drills. Treat them as critical readiness
activities, not check-the-box events.

• Keep the plan close
Ensure everyone involved knows where to access the Crisis Management Plan and sub-plans

— and how to use them, even offline.

Communicate with Clarity
• Avoid the blame game

During a crisis, focus on facts, action, and accountability — not fault.
Conflict and finger-pointing slow response and damage trust.

• Speak with one voice
Designate trained spokespersons. Internally and externally, messages should be coordinated
and consistent.

• Stick to the facts
Don’t speculate. Share verified information only, and update regularly as new facts emerge.

Learn & Evolve
• Debrief & Document

After every crisis or simulation, gather your team, document insights, and revise your plans.
Capture lessons while they’re fresh.

• Turn crisis into opportunity
Use disruption as a catalyst for renewal, improvement, and cultural alignment. Teams that
grow stronger from a crisis gain long-term advantage.
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Ready to Strengthen Your Crisis Resilience?
Crises are no longer rare events. They are a recurring feature of modern business and a test of 
how well your organization can adapt under pressure.

The organizations that lead through disruption aren’t guessing. They’ve put in the work to prepare, 
practice, and refine.

Whether you’re starting from scratch or ready to stress-test an existing plan, having a trusted 
partner makes all the difference.

Seiso brings decades of experience in cybersecurity, business continuity, and crisis preparedness 
to deliver tailored solutions designed for small teams, regulated industries, and fast-moving 
organiza-tions that need clarity under pressure.

We’ve helped companies in healthcare, finance, manufacturing, and technology build strategic 
crisis plans, run executive simulations, and pass audits with confidence.

Schedule a Free Crisis Readiness Consultation
Get expert feedback on your current state of preparedness. Walk away with 
actionable insights.

Schedule your free consultation

95% 100%
Customer  

Retention Rate
Certification 

Pass Rate

Proven experience 
across highly  
regulated sectors
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